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TNI THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A sheet take^jut apparatus comprising: 
a sheet-feeding member on which sheets are placed; 

an air spout unit to spout out air toward a right or lefi side of a fi-ont portion of said 
sheets wi ^h respect T» a taklng-on t Hiraction of said sheets; 

a take-out unit to take out a sheet from said sheets in a - prcdotormin e d fiie taking-out 

direction; and 

a depression member to depress said sheets against said sheet-feeding member on a 
rear edge side porHnn of said sheets located behind a central EQrtion petien of said sheets 
with respect to the taking-out direction of saidtolto out unit . 

2. (Currently Amended) A sheet take-OUt apparatus according to Gteim filani 1. 
wherein said air spout unit is an air fwjzzle provided in a vicinity of said take-out unit. 

3. (Cunently Amended) A sheet take-out apparatus according to Gtewi slam 2. 
wherein said air spout unit includes first and second air nozzles provided on both sides of the 
sheets placed on said sheet-feeding member. 

4. (Currently Amended) A sheet take-out apparatus cg mprisinK aeeefdiat^e 
Claim 3 ? 

a sheet feeding member on which sh eets are olaced; 

^ «ir . pout nnit to spoilt «ir toward said sheets placed on s aid sheet-feedjnR member; 
. r.irp^.,r unit tn take nur » >»heet from said sheets in a p redetenfljped taking-out 
direction: and 

c Hp p».ccinn member tQ H^p,«ss said s h eet s ag ain st sai d sheet-frftdinf^ member Qn a 
renr nonion of s ^'H .h^rc Inr^ted N-t^inH . r^ntral ooition of said sheets with respect to the 
tflif jpp ;-put direction. 

wherein said air spout unitfeffeer includes a first, second and third air nezzle nobles 
<pn„rin,T out air r^iv^rd hoth side s of said sheets. wiuJcd on e rear oJgc flido of tho shc^s 
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a m i: f arth e r fro m ^n if* ^'^-"^ P ' " ^ ^ ^ ' "s^id first at^neiEate and second air 

pr> ^1 .» p hemtr nrovideH in a vicinity of s airi take-out unir. saiH third air no22le be i ng provi ded 
^.r..,.rAl y r^f ^id fit^t ao ^ T'-'-'^nrt «ir noTzles With respect to thp fi^kinp-OMt direction . 

5. (Currently Amended) A sheet take-out apparatus comprising: 
a sheet-feeding member on which sheets are placed; 

an air spout unit to spoui out air toward a right or left side of g front portion of said 
sheets with re^neetto a ta v=»r'-^..t Hir^rtic^n of said sheets Jep i UL^ od by said d.jpr n.^ i<m 

a take-out unit to take out a sheet from said sheets t oward whioh said ttlr spoi l t wnit 
s peuts tho air in the taking-out direction ; and 

an air jet nozzle to depress said sheets against said sheet-feeding member on a rear 
edge Bide portion of said sheets located behind a central petieH CQEtion of said sheets with 
respect to e thg taking-oux Jii t J bi i u u u f i.aidta im om nnit direction, 

6- (Currently Amended) a sheet take-out apparatus according to €lftl»c^ 5, 
wherein a pointed end of said air jet nozzle is provided on a rear edgwide p^rtiff^of $a^i 
sheets that is farther from said take-out unit than the center of said sheets placed on said 
sheet-feeding member, 

7. (Currently Amended) A sheet take-out apparatus comprising: 
a sheet-feeding member on which sheets are.placed; 

an air spout unit to spout om air toward ft ripM or sid? Of a frqnt PP^iPn said 
sheets with re^nect to a » >vin p-n.,t directio r of said sheets d uuie cscd by gfl i d d fpr rvi ^ 
m e mb ef; and 

a take-out unit having a take-out rotor to take out a top sheet and a reverse rotation 
rotor that rotates in r«veree with respect to said take-out rotor and returns excessive sheets 
taken from said sheets to said sheet-feeding member; and 

a depression member to depress said sheets against sjud sheet-feeding member on a 
rear edge^ nr^rtion of said sheets located behind a central potie» 22:^ of said sheets 
with respect to a the taking-out direction of jaidtalio out unit . 
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8. (Currently Amended) A sheet take-out apparatus according to GJaia ciaim 7, 
wherein said take-out rotor and said reverse rotation rotor each are provided with surfaces m 
which suction holes are defined to suck a sheet from said sheets. 

9. (Currenily Amended) A sheet take-out apparatus according to Glaas claun 8, 
wherein a friction coefficient of said surface of said take-out rotor is larger than that of said 
surftce of said reverse rotation rotor. 

10. (Currently Amended) A sheet take-out apparatus comprising: 
a sheet-feeding member on which sheets are placed; 

guide members provided on both sides of the shee* sheets placed on said sheet- 
feeding member to adjust a position of said sheets in a width direction thereof; 

an air spout unit to spout out air toward a right or left side of a front portion of said 
Sheets with r^-^nect to a T«kinp-nut directif^n of said sheets dep t e ^b u d by aaid dcprOSOion 

a take-out unit to take out a sheet from said sheets to^rard which the air io spouted in 
the takin&'out direction ; and 

a depression member to depress said sheets against said sheet-feeding member on a 
rear-edge^ide portion of said sheets located behind a central peOoa portion of said sheets 
with respect to a flie taking-out direction of !:^d taleo out unit . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A sheet take-out apparatus according to clajm 8. 
wherein said air spout unit is attached to said guide members, 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of taking out a sheet from stacked sheets 
comprising: 

placing stacked sheets on a sheet-feeding member; 

spouting out air toward a riehtor left side of ^ front portion of said stacked femdte-ef 
sheets with respect to a taking -out direction of said sheets; 

taking out a sheet from said stacked b«dte^ sheets toward which tho air ic spouted 
in the takin ^-out direction: and 



4 



PAGE 7/13 * RCVD AT 12/22/2005 8:12:34 PM [Eastern Standard te^ 



Zf-12-2005 20:13 Fron-PILLSBURY WINTHROP 703-80S-2SOO T-124 P.008/013 F-935 

HORIUCHI - 10/813,114 
Client/Matter: 009270-0308987 

depressing said gsasJcedbBft^le-ef sheets against said sheet-feeding member on a rear 
edge-sWe p^Ttini. of ..aid sheets located behind a central peti«» of said depressed 

stacked sheets with respect to a the taking-out direction ofaaidtalio out unit . 
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